PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2004/2005

Welcome to my report for 2004/2005.  I believe that overall, the season was again a positive one. A few of the highlights for me were:

· Membership numbers are flourishing and we increased the number of senior teams for the first time in history to six.

· Junior section remains as strong as ever with competition award winners and  U/14 boys premiership.

· Financially we finished in a very healthy position.

· Gained a new major sponsor in The North Suburban Club.

· New coach, Tony Marasco has shown dedication and brought new ideas to the club.

· New bowling machine adding to our great training facilities.

· New faces on the committee.

· Glen Courts returning to the club.

As a club we are continually striving to improve on and off the field and we can only achieve this with everyone contributing.  So to everyone who had input during the season thank you very much. This, of course includes all committee members, juniors or seniors.  We just wouldn’t have a club if not for the wonderful efforts of these people who volunteer their time just for the satisfaction of seeing the club succeed.

A special mention to Tony Gleeson whose tireless and mostly unnoticed work was duly rewarded with the L.J. Memorial Award for best club person. A great achievement.

Thanks also to Jodie Talone for taking on the important role and challenge of running the canteen; it was most appreciated as was the efforts of all who helped Jodie in her role. 

I know last season I said, “What more can be said about Charlie Walker?” but how can I not thank him for his enduring contribution to the club.

Tony Marasco, who was the newly appointed coach, brought with him a new level of professionalism and commitment. It is disappointing that his ideas did not translate from the training track on to the field as we all would have liked.  I hope with his reappointment that we can capitalize on what he has begun to put in place.

Thanks to all Captains, including those who were selected and those who assumed the roles throughout the season. 

Ian Denny stood down as President of the Sporting Club and his work for the past two years as President was, as always, exemplary. The new leader is Garry Noonan.  The Noonan family is synonymous with Moonee Valley.  Garry was named as captain of the Moonee Valley Football Team of the Century. He’s also represented the cricket club in the past. Club people are aware of Garry’s strong character and he has already initiated positive changes to ensure the sporting club’s future. For example Garry has been responsible for the part refurbishment of the sporting club.

Congratulations must go to the bowling section on winning consecutive premierships, let’s hope the footy section can string some good performances together and get something from the season.

I would like members of the club to seriously consider the positions of President and Secretary as John Talone and I are considering stepping down from our current positions. Of course we will stay involved and assist, but we feel we have come as far as we can and need people with fresh ideas and a passion for the club to lead it forward.

I believe that next season the club needs to focus on:

· Our commitment to gaining sponsors and supporting them, and

· recruitment of players, and

· new faces on the committee and finally

· maintaining the culture of individuals challenging themselves to play at a higher level. 

Personally, it has been a tough year for me and I just want to thank you all for your support and I hope to see all players and their families in the forthcoming season. 

Darren “Spud” Nagle

President

